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By Yaac Bickerftaff Elgs 





Quicquid agunt Homines noftri Farrago Libel. 





From Tuefday Anguft 2. to Thurfday Anguft 4. 1709. 


White's Chocolate-honfe, Augujt 2. 


The Hiftory of Orlando the Fair, Chap. I. 


+ ‘Hatever malicious Men may fay of our 
Lucubrations , we have no Defign 

|! but to produce unknown Merit, or 

place in a proper Light the Actions 

of our Contemporaries, who labour 

to diftinguith themfelves, whether by Vice or Vir- 
tue. For we fhall never givé Accounts to the 
World of any Thing, but whet tle Lives and En- 
deavours of the Perfons (of whom we treat) make 
the Bafis of their Fame and Reputaiion. For this 
Resion it is to be hop'd, ihat cur Appearance is 
reputed a publick Benefit; and tho’ certain Perigns 
may turn what we ween ior Ponegyrick into Scan- 
dal, fet it be anfward once for all, That if our 
Pratfes are really defign’d as Raillery, fuch malevo- 
lent Perfons owe their Safety from it only to their 
being too inconfiderable for Hiftory, It 1s not eve- 
ty Man who deals in Ratstane, or is unteafonably 
amorous, that can adorn Story like e4&/culapius ; nor 
every Stock-Jobber of the Jndia Company, can af- 
fume the Port, and perfonate the Figure, of x- 
rengezebe, My noble Ancettor Mr. Shake-fpear, who 
was of the Race of the Staffs, was not more fond 
of the memorable Sir = Faljlaff, than 1 am _ of 
thote Worthics ; but the Latins have an admirable 
Admonition exprets’d in two Words, to wit, Negaid 
nimis, which forbids my indulging my felf on thoie 
delightful Subjcéts, and calls me to do Juttice to o- 
thers, who make no Iefs Figures in our Generation: 
Of fuch, the firft and moft renown’d is, that emi- 
nent Hero and Lover Orlando the Handiome, whofe 
Difappointments in Love, in Gallantry, and in 
War, have banith’d him trom publick View, and 
made him voluntarily enter into a Confinement, to 
which the ungrate:ul Age would otherwile have 
for’d him. Ten Lifra and more are wholly 
pats'd fincc Orlando firtt appear’d in the Metropolis 
of this Iflind: His Defcent noble, his Wit hu- 
morout, his Perfon charming. Fut to none of 
thefe Recormmendatory Advantages was his Title fo 
undoubted as that of his Beauty. His Complexion 
was fair; but his Countenance manly ; his Stature 
of the talleft, his Shape the moft exact; and tho 
in all his Limbs he had a Proportion as delicate as 
we fee in the Works of the moft skilful Statuartes, 
his Body had a Strength and Firmnefs little infe- 
rior to the Marble of which {uch Images ate form’d. 
This made Orlando the univerial Flame of all the 
Fair Sex: Innocent Virgins figh’d for him, as Ado- 
nis; experiencd Widows, as Hercules. Thus did 


this Figure walk alone the Pattern and Ornament 
of our Species, but of courfe the Envy of all who 
had the fame Paffions, without his {uperior Merit 
and Pretences to the Favour of that enchanting 
Creature, Woman. However, the generous Orlando 


believ’d himfelf form’d for the World, and not to 
be engrofs'd by any particular Affection. He figh’d 
not for Deliz, tor Chloris, for Chloe, nor for Berty, nor. 
iny Lady, nor for the ready Chamber-maid, nor di- 
ftant Baroneis: Woman was his Miltre’s, and the 
whole Sex his Seraglio. His Form was always irree 
filtible: And if weconfider, that not One of Five, 
hundred can bear the leaft Favour trom a Lad 

Witiout being exalted above himfelf; 1f alfo we 
mutt allow, that a Smile from a Side-Box has made 
Jack Spruce half wad, we can’t think it wonderful 
that Orl<.do's repeated Conquefts touch’d his Brain: 
So it certainly did, and Orlando became an Enthu- 
fialt in Love; and in all his Addrefs, contracted 
jomeéthing out of the ordinary Couric of Breeding 
and Civility. However, (powertul as he was) he 
Would {iil add to the Advantages of his Perfon that 
ot a Profeffion which the Ladies favour, and imme- 
diately commenc’d Soldier. Thus epuipp'd for Love 
and Honour, our Hero teeks diflant Chhimesand Ad- 
ventures, and leaves the detpairing Nymphs of Great 
Britain to the Courtfhip of Beaus and Witlings till 
his Return. His Exploits in Foreign Nations and 
Courts have not been regularly enough communi- 
cated to us, to report ‘em with that Veracity which 
we profets in our Narrations: But after ma= 
ny Feats of Arins, (which: thoie who were Witnefles 
to ‘em have fuppreis'd out of Envy, but which we 
have had faithtully related from his own Mouth in 
our publick Streets) Orlando returns home, full, but 
not loaded with Years. Beaus born in his Ab- 
fence made it their Bufinets to decry his Furniture, 
his Dreis, his Manner; but all fuch Rivalry he 
fupprets'd (asthe Philotopher did the Sceptick ,who 
argued there was no fuch be Moiton) by only 
moving, The Beauteous Vilaria, who only was 
form’d ‘for his Paramour, became the Object of his 
Affection. His firtt Specch to her was as follows : 


Madam, dt is not only that Nature has made usTuo 
the moft accomplifb'd of cach Sex, and pointed to us to 
obey bir Diktates in becoming one; but that there is 
alfo an Ambition in following the mighty Perfons yon 
have favour'd. Where Kings and Heroes, as great as 
Alexander, or fuch as could perfonate Alexander, have 
bow'd, permit your Gencral to lay his Lanrels, 


According to Milton : 
The Fair with confcioys Maje/ty approv'd 
His pleaded Reafon. i ? 


Fortune had now fupplied Orlando with Necef= 
faries for his high Taft of Galliniry and Pleature: 
His Equipage and Oeconomy had tomething in ’em 
more fumptuous and gal!ant than could be receiv'd 
in our degenerate Age; theretore his Figure (tho 
highly graceful) appear'd io exotick, that it aflem- 
bled ‘all the Britons under the Age o; Sixteen, who 
faw his Grandeur, to iollow his Ctiariot ‘with 
Shouts and Acclamations, which he regarded — 

the 
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the Contempt which great Minds affe@t in the 
midft of Asta I remember I had the Ho- 
noar to fee him one Day om and call the Youths 
about him, to whom he fpake as follows: , . 

© Good Baftards --- Go to School, and don’t lofe 
€ your Time in following my Wheels : I am loth 
© to hust you, becaufe I know not but you are all. 
¢ my own Oftspring: Hark’ee; you Sirrah with the 
: mo Hair, [am fure you are mine: There's 
© Half a Crown. Tell your Mother, This; with the 


© Half&Crown I gave her when I got you, comesto. . 


Thou haft coft me all that, 
€ and yet thou att good for nothing. Why, you 
© young Dogs, dd you never fec_a Man before? 

ever {uch a one as you, Noble General, reply'd 
a Truant from Wefminjer. ‘ Sirrah, I believe thee: 
€ There’s a Crown for thee. Drive on Coachman. 

This Vehicle, tho’ facred to Love, was not a- 
dorn’d with Doves: Such an Hieroglyphick denoted 
too languithing a Paffion. Orlando therefore gave 
the Eagle, as being of a Conftitution which in- 
clin’d him ratherto feize his Prey with Talons, than 
pine for it with Murmurs. 

From my own Apartment, Auguft 2. 

T have receiv'd the tollowing Letter from Mr. Powel 
of the Bath, who, 1 think, runs from the Point 
between us, which I leave the whole World to 
judge. 


€ Five Shillings. 


To Iaac Bickerfaff E{q; 


STR, 


¢ Havre a great deal of more advantagious Bu- 
fineis at prefent on my Hands, I thought 
to have defer'd anfwering your Tarler of the 2ift 
Inftant, till the Company was gone, and Seaton 
over; but having refolv’d not to regard any Im- 
pertinences of your Paper, except what relate par- 
ticularly to me, I aim the more eafily induc’d to 
aniwer you (as I thall find Time to do it): Firft, 
partly left you thould think your ielf neglected, 
hich I have Reafon to believe you would take 
heinoufly ill. Secondly, partly becaute it will 
increafe my Faine, and confequently my Audi- 
ence, when all the Quality thall fee with how 
much Wit and Raillery 1 thow you --- I don’t 
care a Farthing for you. Thirdly, partly becaufe 
being without Books, 1f 1 don’t thow much Learn- 
ing, it will not be imputed to my having 
none. 
“I have travell’d Jtaly, France, and Spain, and 
_fully comprehend whatever any German Aruift in 
the World can do, yet cannot I imagine, why 
you fhould endeavour to difturb the Repoie and 
Plenty which (tho’ unworthy) I enjoy at this Place, 
Tt cannot be, that you take Offence at my Prologues 
and Epilogues,which you are pleas’d to mifcall fool- 
ith and abufive. No, nd, until you give a better, I 
thall not forbear thinking, that the true Reafon of 
your picking a Quarrel with me was, becaute it 
18 more agreeable to your Principles, as well.as 
more to the Honour of your aflur'd Victory, to 
attack a Governor. Mr. Jaac, Mr. Jfaae, T can 
fee into a Mill-{tone as far as another (as the Say- 
ing is). You are for fowing the Seeds of Sedition 
and Difobedience among my Puppets, and your’ 
Zeal for the (good old) Caufe would make you 
perfwade Punch to pull the String from his Chops, 
and not move his Jaw when I have a Mind he 
fhould harangue. Now I appeal to all Men, if 
this is not contrary to that uncontroulable, un- 
accountable Dominion, which by the Laws of 
Nature I exercife over ‘em; for all Sorts of Wood 
and Wire were made for the Uie and Benefit of 
Man: I have therefore an unqueftionable Right 
to frame, fafhion, and put them together, as I 
pleafe; and having made them what they are, my 
Puppets are my Property, and therefore my Slaves ; 
* Nor is there in Nature any Thing more jult, than 
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cellent Being : So that by the Right therefore of a 
© fuperior Genius, 1 am their fupreme Moderator, 
altho’ you would (agreeably to your levelling 
Principles) that I am my felf but a great Puppet 
and can therefore have buta cpanliantt Jurif- 
diction with them. J fuppofe I have now fuff- 
ciently made it appear,that I have a paternal Right 
to keep a Puppet-Show, and this Right I will 
maintain in my Prologues 6p all Occafions. 

* And therefore, if Bee write a Defence of your 
felf againft this my Self-Defence, I admonith you 
to keep within Bounds; for every Day will not 
be fo propitious to you asthe 29th of April ; and 
perhaps my Relentment may get the bettter of 
my Gentrofity, and I may no —— {corn to fight 
one who is not my Equal with unequal Wea- 
pons. There are fuch Things as Scandalums Mags 
natums; therefore take Heed hereafier how you 
write fuch Things as I cannot eafily aniwer, for 
that will put me in a Patfion. © 
* Tarder you to handle only thefe two Propofi- 
tions, towhich our Difpute may be reduc’d : The 
Firft, Whether I have not an Abfolute Power, 
whenever I pleafe, to light a Pipe with one of 
Punch's Legs, or warm ay Fingers with his whole 
Carcafs? The Second, Whetlrr the Devil would 
not bein Pyach, fhould he by Word or Deed 
oppoie my fovereign Will and Pleafure? And. 
then, perhaps, I may (if I can find Leifure for it) 
give you the Trouble of a fecond Letter. _ 

* But If you intend to tell me of the Original of 
Puppet-Shows, and the feveral Changes and Revo- 
lutions that have happen’d in ’em, fince The/pis, 
and I don’t care who, that’s Woli me tangere ; } 
have folemnly engae d to fay nothing of what J 
can’t approve. Or, if you talk ot certain Con- 
traéts with the Mayor and Burgeffes, or Fees to 
the Conftables, fot the Privilege of adting, I will 
not write one fingle Word about any fuch Mate 
ters; but hall leave you to\be mumbled by the 
learned and very ingenious Author of a late 

who knows very well what's to be fai and done 
in fuch Cates. He is now fhuffling the Cards, 
and dealing to Timothy ; but if he wins the Game, 
I will fend him to play gammon with you; 
and then he will fatisfy you, that Deuce-Acg 
makes Five, = 

* And fo, fubmitting my felf to be try’d by my 
Country,and allowing any Jury of 12 good Men, 
and true, to be that Country ; not excepting any, 
unlets Mr. Jac Bickerfaff, to be of the Pannel ; 
for you are neither good nor true, I bid you hear- 
tily farewel; and am, 


SIR, 
Toux Loving Friend, 
Powell. 


Note: That proper Cuts for the Hiftorical Pare of the 
Paper are now almoft fini, by an Engraver lately are 
riv'd from Paris, and will be fold at all che Toy-Shops in 

London and W efiminfter. 
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Bath, Fuly 28 


Advertisements. 


Arinitatis Probate 8 Exzicita Liber Memorialis, Naturali 
Ordine ita Difpofieus, ur fine ulla Memorize Detatigationé, 
vtitia Vocabulorum non folun capi tacillime, fed  teliciter 
euam Fep-ti a confervari peffiz. In Uium Scholarum confedus, 
a Chriftophero Cellario, Hal. Academ. P. P. Nunc in noftra- 
tium Ufum,e Germanica in Linguam Anglicanam verfus, A, M. B. 
Impentis B. Tovke, fubrer Medi: Vempli Porram ; & M. Atkins, 
ad In:igne Globi Aurei in Coemeterio D. Pauli. Pret. 16. 6d. 
Noals of the Univerfe ; containing an Account ot the molt 
A Memorable Aétions, Affiirs and Occurrences, which have 
happen’é in the World, bur efpeciaily in Europe, trom the Year 
1660, where Mr. Whitlock leaves «ff, to the Year 1680, In Twé 
Decades : With an Index to the Woole, Being a Continuation 
ot the faid Mr. Whitlock’s Memonisls. Yrinted tor William Cat- 
ter, at the Rofe and Crown in $-. Paul’s Church-yard ; and co be 
fold by John Morphew near Stationers.iiall, 





Sold by John Morphew near Stationers-Hall , where Aduertifements are taken in. 
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